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OUR DUTY TO GOD, TO HUMANITY, AND TO COUNTRY.

Opening Address by President Joseph F. Sjihth at the
Eighty-seventh Annuae Conference of the Church,

April Oth. 1917.

I AM very liappy in the privilege that I enjoy of meeting Avith

yoii in tlie opening session of tlie eighty-seventh Annual General
Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

and I can assure you we feel liighly honored, as everyone present
fissociated with tlie Church must feel, in witnessing the great mul-
titude Avho have assembled liere this morning in honcjr of the
opening of this conference. I fear that it will be somewhat difti-

(nilt for me to get m.v voice in trim sufficient to )nake myself heard
and understood. It is no small task to attempt to address an
audience like this, dei)ending, as 1 do, upon the promptings of the
spirit that may pervade our conference in regard to what 1 shall

say. I have certainly obej^ed, in this respect, the injunction of

the Savior, as recorded in the Scriptures (Matt. 10: 19, 20): "Take
no tliought how or what ye shall speak, for it shall be given you
in that same hour wliat ye shall spe«,k."" Tlie Spirit will give the
im})ressioiis that are neetled as far as the time will permit, and as

far as we are susceptible to the impressions of the Si)irit of God.
I sincerely do hope that the Spirit of the Lord will pervade tliis

assembly and have place in our minds and hearts, that we may
rejoice in the privilege that we have of meeting together under so

favorable circumstances, witnessing, as we do in our assembling
liere, the many blessings and ])rivileges the Lord has vouchsafed
unto us.

We are living in critical times. Conditions are such as prac-
tically defy either description or complete understanding, for we
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can seo to-day only \\liat is visible to us. but no one. unless Inspii-ed.

(•tin foretell to-dny what may occur to-morrow. But we ne(»d not
be concerned anxiously about this. For the duty of nieinljers of tlie

Church, as such, and their duty as men and women in tlie com-
munities in which they live, and as citizens of our country, are of

the f>reatest imi)ortance to us for jiresent consideration. Our duty
is to seek for peace and hai)})iness and the well-bein£2: of the wlioje

liuman family, as far as it lies in our jjower to exert an influence to

this end; and if we do our duty to-day, as membei-s of the Church,
and as citizens of our state and of the adjoining states in which
we live, we need not greatly fear what to-morrow may bring forth.

One of the things that impress me as a matter of iin])ortance

to be considered by the jjeople of our state and of this intermoun-
tain region is a careful course of i)rudence, economy', and extreme
industry and carefulness with reference to the production and
conservation of the necessaries of life. We have had a long winter,

Avhich has extended down far into the lap of spring. It is possible

that we may have a short season for growth of grain and cereals

of all kinds, together Avith vegetables and fruits, that are needful

to sustain life. We should realize that we are dependent upon
the soil and upon tilling it, the labor of the husbandman and the

blessings of Almighty God upon our labors and upon the soil, for

the necessaries of life. We cannot subsist without these things.

I think that the tmited faith and praj'^er of the peo])le who believe

in the possibility of the answer to the prayers of those who are

devout and who have faith in God, should be lifted to the Giver

of all good, that peace maj^ continue to prevail over all our land,

and that prosperity may attend the people of our great countrj':

that peace may also be restored to all the nations of the earth,

when it shall be the })urpose and the will of God that it shoiilil be.

I think it is our duty to ask the blessing of the Lord upon the

labor of the husbandman. That the blessings of the season's

fruitfulness may be bestowed upon those who till the soil, and
who earn the bread and food necessary to sustain life. In years

gone by, even before onr state was a territory, the earliest settlers

of this country were, by the merciful provailences of the Lord,

and the wise counsel of the leaders of the people, in a position to

help their neighbors with tlie necessaries of life. While manj' of

them in the south, the north, and in the western part of our

country were searching for gold and precious metals, things that

would not in themselves sustain life, we were cultivating the soil,

producing that which was needful for them, and they poured

their gold into our la])S for the food that A\e gave them in return,

to sustain their lives and to enable them to jirosecute their labors.

I hope the people of this state, especially the Latter-day Saints,

will prove themselves to be veritable Josephs in Egy!)t, that when
necessity stalks abroad through the land, the needy may apply to

us for that which is necessarj- for their happiness and for their
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subsistence. I uiiderstaiul that the autliorities at Wasliiiioton

liave requested tliose in eliarjie of our Agricultural College, in the

north, to exei'cise all the influence they can to prevail upon tiie

people of this state to economize and to produce, save, and store

up, to the best of their ability, those things that will supply, if

need be. even the sinews of war. if war should coine.

Speaking of the possibility of conflict, of wai-. I exhort my
friends, the people of our (country, especially in this intermoun-
tain region, to maintain above all other things the spirit of hu-

manity, of love, and of peace-making, that even though they may
be called into action they will not demolish, override, and destroy
the principles which we believe in, which we have tried to incul-

cate, and which we are exhorted to maintain: peace and good'

\y[\\ toward all mankind, though we may be brought into action

with the enemJ^ I want to say to the Latter-day Saints who may
enlist, and whose services the country may reqiiire. that when they
become soldiers of the State and of the Nation, they will not
forget that they are also soldiers of the Cross, that they are

ministers of life and not of deatli: and when they go forth, they
may go in the spirit of defending the liberties of mankind rather

than for the purpose of destroying the enemy. If we could con-

vert them to peaceful ways and to the love of peace without de-

stroying them, we would become saviors of men. And it is abomin-
able that men who engage in the great and grand and necessary

duty of protecting and guarding our Nation from the encroach-

ments of wicked enemies, cruel and destructive foes, should not
maintain among themselves lives of honor, virtue, purity, and of

immunity from sin and crime of every kind. It is a disgraceful

thought that a man to become a soldier should become a rake and
abandon himself to crime anil wicketlness. Let the soldiers that
go out from Utah be and remain men of honor, and when thej'

are called obey the call, and manfully meet tlie duty, the dangers,
or the labor, that may be required of them, or that tliej^ may be
set to do; but do it with an eye single to the accomplishment of

the good that is aimed to be aecojnplished, and not with the
blood-thirsty desii'e to kill and to destroy. .

Cliarity. or love, is the greatest principle in existence. If w'e

can lend a helping hand to tlie oppressed, if we can aid those who
are despondent and in sorrow, if we can uplift and ameliorate the
condition of mankind, it is our mission to do it; it is an essential

part of our religion to do it. And I say to our friends present
that Ave have an organization in the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints that is perfect in its operation, by which we
may call to-day to almost the wiiole Church for aid. and to-morrow
we shall receive returns with tlie generous contributions that are
freely given for a good cause, and it will cost nobody a cent.

Every dime conti-ibnted for the benefit of the poor goes to the
poor, and is not consumed by charitable organizations. Avho collect



:]7){') ]..\TVK\x \).\y saints' .mii.i.knxiai, stak.

and liaiiiiU' nieaiis intcndtMl \'ov tlie poor, and aic paid loitlu^r

service, tlms absorbing a lai'ge percentage of the means conlri-

buted tor tlie benefit ot" the i)oor. by tliose who are not ))oor. I

wish to announce that to our Friends. Tiie Latter-day Saints

know this, they understand it. Tliey iiave recollection of recent

events in which, within twenty-four houi-s or thereabout, the

people ol" the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints contri-

buted s<^niewhei'e near $35,000. and it was sent to the afflicted

l)eople of the east that were suifering' in.consequence of the war.

and it was i)ut into hands which would distribute it wisely to those

who needed. Avithout cost to anybody, and a portion of that fund,

which was not distributed, remains to be dealt out to tliose who
are really in need, as their circumstances require.

I should not occu})y too much of your time, but I have another

thought or two that I Avish to announce, nierelj' as a matter of

reference or as a text, perhaps, for those who may follow, if the

Spirit so leads, to amplify. We admonish, we beseech our brothers

and sisters in the gospel of Jesus Christ not only to honor them-
selves b.y a proper course of living, but also to honor and love and
be charitable to your neighbors, every one of you. We admonish
you not only to keep the greatest of all the commandments that

have ever been given of God to man, to love the Lord, your God.

with all your heart and mind and strength, but Ave exhort you
also to obserA^e that second law, next unto it, to love your neigh-

bors as yourselves; return good for evil, do not revile others because

you are or may be reviled. We have no need to tear down the

houses of other people (using this expression as a sjnnbol). We
are perfectly Avilling that they should live in the homes they have
erected for themselves, and Ave Avill try to shoM* them a better

way. While we will not condemn that Avhich they haA^e and cherish

aboA^e all other things in the Avorld, we Avill endeavor to show
them a better way and build them a better house and then invite

them kindly, in the spirit of Christ, of true Christianity, to enter

the better dwelling. That is the principle, and I wish to impress
it upon you this morning. I desire to impress, if I can, upon the
minds of the parents the necessitj^ of properly instructing and
teaching their children with reference to this glorious principle,

charity and love, that love for our neighbor that will enable us to

cherish his rights as sacredly as Ave cherish our own. to defend
the rights and the liberties of our neighbor, as we Avould defend
our own rights and liberties, put up the fallen bars in the fences

of our neighbors, that are carelessly left doAvn, just as we Avould

put our own bars up surrounding our own fields, in order to pro-

tect our crops from the ravages of stray animals. That is a simple
thing to say, but there is a meaning in it, and it is a A^ery important
thing for us to observe. Many of us are farmers. I have heard
of some people Avho Avere so far from a loA^e for this principle of

kindness that they would prefer to tear doAvn the fence and let



l-ATTKK-DAV SAIMS MIMJJNMAL STAK. 357

liown the bars of their neighbors in order tliat tliey might reeeixe

damage rather than to put np tlie bars and try to protect tlieni ay

tliey would wish to be [)rotected themselves.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)

WHY I LEFT THE PRE5BYTERIAN CHURCH.

{Conliniied from /Hif/e S.!tl).

Tliey also sliowed us that when cjur sins were remitted, we were
fit for the Holy Ghost to dwell in, for, said they, the Holy Ghost
will not dwell in unholy tabernacles.

Consequently, I was baptized. Then laid they their hands u))on

my head and conferred upon me the Holy Ghost.

When I had been baptized, O how I yearned to tell my friends !

How I longed tt) see all converted to the gosjjel! It seemed so

simple and plain, and I thought there would be no difficulty in

convincing them of the truth. But in this I was doomed to disai)-

])ointnient: foi' as soon as I bore testimony to the truth, they began
to ridicule me and all who belie\'ed as 1 did. How sad I felt I

I thought I ha.d failed to exi)lain it rightand decided to try again,

for the more 1 pondered over the gospel, the i)lainerand simpler it

seemed to me. So I tried again.

I know that the Holy Ghost is given by the imposition of haiids

by men having authority on earth to-day. as the apostles of old

had. J also know that the power of the Spirit is made manifest in

our day. I have seen the siek raised up from the bed of affliction,

after their physicians had given them up.

I remember when one of the best doctors in tow n was called to

the home of one of the saints, to attend a child. When he hatl ex-

amined the little sufferer, he shook his head and declared that it

was a case of hopeless erysipelas. He did not think she could live

long. Then her parents sent for the eldei-s of the Church, and
they anointed her and prayed the Lonl to heal hei. God heard
that prayer. When the doctor came tlie next morning, he stood
aghast and exclaimed, "This is wonderful ! Remarkable ! The rose

has completely left the child." He declared, fuither, that ''a mir-

acle must have been performed."' Yet, he was not aware of the
fact that it \vas the work of the Lord, tiirough the instrumentality

of the humble '"Mormon" missionaries.

I could relate many such instances. Let uie cite one more:
My own daughter took sick. Slie was ailing for several days,

getting weaker gradually, and, finally, she liail convidsions. One
day her condition was so serious that her mother sent for me to

come home from Avork. When I saw my little girl, I was troubled

indeed. She Avas our only child, and I feared that she \vould be
taken from us. I tlid not think of calling a doctor, but my heart

went out to the great Physician, and I liurried to make myself
ready to go for the nearest elder, who lived ten miles away. Ini-
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agiiie my !5iu'j)fise, wlien, on opening the door to begin my journey,

tlie elder whom I was going to call stood theu; before me. "'Oh," I

exclaimed, "how glad I am to see you: my little daughter is so ill;

])lease administer to her."' The elder willingly complied A\ith this

I'equest, and, in blessing her, he asked God to grant that she might
not take fits any more. After the prayer, he turned to us and said.

"You may rest assured that she will not take fits any more.''

And this i^roved a true ])rediction. J3ut otherwise she did not

seem to imi)rove A^ery fast. For some time she seemed to be more
dead than alive. Oh, how I prayed !

About midnight I was alniost exhausted. Then I tried to reason

with my lieavenlj^ Father, something like this. You know that I

iiave faith in you. Father, and I know that you can, if you will,

restore my child, but this trial I cannot understand. In the

anguish of my heart I cried out, "My God, my God, why hast tliou

forsaken me?" When I looked ui), the child was sleeping nicely.

Then I knew that my Father had heard me. In the morning she

was still so weak that she could not .stand on her feet, but, it

being Sunday, one of the elders came to hold meeting, and he ad-

ministered to her again. He also blessed her and promised her

that she would be restored to health. We went to meeting, and
Avheii we returned, in about an hour and a half, she was walking
through the house as usual. Does any man dare to tell me that

the signs do not follow the believer? The two girls Avho were
healed are grown-up women to-day, and they can testify to the fact

that the gospel is on the earth, and that the power of God accom-
panying it is the same as it was in t!ie days of the first Apostles.

On one occasion I Avas brought up from a shaft in a cage

and held at the wheels at the mouth of the pit for some time, but
the Lord saved me. On another occasion I was in water, over the

head, Avhile on the cage, in a shaft half filled Avitli "water. Again
I was saved.

Once, Avhen looking after the lives of others in a fiery mine—

I

Avas on tlie night shift then—I Avas asked by the manager to stay

in the morning and assist him, and otliers, in clearing out the gas.

This I readily promised to do. Just before they came in the morn-
ing, I sat doAvn in a bye-road to Avait for them. Wliile sitting

there I heard distinctly a A^oice calling me tAvice, "Jamie, Jamie!"

I immediately arose and looked round to see Avhere the voice came
from, but I could see nobody anywhere. 1 sat doAvn again, trying

to persuade myself that my imagination had played a trick on
me; but the voice came again, as distinct as before. I had no fear,

but the thought struck me that something must have happened at

home. I went home, and, to my surprise, found everj'thing as

usual. I had been home for two hours, perhaps^ Avhen I Avas told

that there had been an accident at the mine, and that two of my
companions had been killed, Avhile another was seriously injured.

The Lord had, mercifully, drawn me out of the deatli-trap.
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Let me refer to another iiicidenL

At one time I was working by tiie side of some good Plymouth
Bretlnen, and we often talked on the ijrincii)les of the gospel. On
some })oints we did not agree, and as they considered themselves

unable to prove their doctrines by the Scriptures, tliey invited me
to their Bible class. As they \vere very insistent, I finally con-

sented to come, although I fully realized that I was weak and in-

experienced.

Tlie reading lesson at the meeting I attended was 1. Cor. \o. All

went well till we came to the 2i)th verse, '"Else what shall they do
which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at a\\? Why
are they then baptized for the dead?" This was puzzling to them.
Presently I was given to understand that they would like to hear
my opinion. I therefore rose antl exi)laine<l. to the best of my
ability, the princi])le of salv^ation for the dead. I felt that, in luy

Aveakness, I was made strong, and that the power of the Holy
Spirit rested upon me.

I tried to explain to tliein that faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,

repentance, and baptism for the remission of sins, were necessary
for the salvation of the children of men 'jn earth, and that the

gospel is the same for the dead as for the living. Then an old

gentleman stood up and excitedly declared that he knew me for

what I was—a "Mormon"! A man on each side forced him to take
his seat, and he was simply furious. He seemed to be possessed of

an evil spirit. When all was quiet again, one of the teachers

stood ui) and said, ''Brethren, this is not right: I have known this

man [|)ointing to me] since lie was a little boy. and I can testify to

you that he is a thorough Christian. I would ask you to treat

him as such." Then he said to me, "You may prove what you say,

by the Scriptures." I tlien read L Pet. 3: 18-20, and -1: 6, to prove
that our Ijord went and preached the gosi)el to disobedient si^irits

in (U'tler that they might be judged according to men in the Ilesii.

But, he said, baptism is not necessary to salvation. Was not

the thief on the cross saved? Did not he go to heaven without
baptism?
No, I answered, our Lord sai<l to him. To-day slialt thou be witii

me in Paradise, anil there they Avent : not to •"heaven."" Peter

tells us that Jesus Avent and preached to the ••si)irits in ])ris<,)n"";

therefore, the thief must have been there, too.

Many other things I said, and when I had iinished, one of the

Brethren said. "You know the Scriptures too \\'ell for us." The
meeting lasted four hours instead of one hour. At the close I

asked whether I would be admitted, if I should come to the next
meeting. "No," came a chorus of voices. The next day I met one
of those fellows, and he coolly informed me that if it were not for

the laAv, he would shoot me. Well, I said, there must be some-
.thing wrong with one of us.

(TO BE CONTINUED.)
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PALESTINE, THE JEWS, AND ARMAGEDDON.

Some iinportant items of news have cojue from Palestine lately.

One is to the effect that Jews in tliat coiintry have sent a tele-

gram to the Socialist congress in Stockholm, stating that the

Turkish authorities have ordered the Hebrews to leave the Holy
liand, and that measures of the greatest severity have been taken

against their colonies in .Jerusalem and elsewhere. It is feared

that wholesale massacres will follow, and that the sanguinary
scenes of Armenia will be re-enacted in Palestine.

It is one of the pathetic features of this world conflict that,

A\hile the Jews are fighting, bleeding, and dying on every battle-

field and under every flag, they have neither flag nor country,

recognized as their own, for which to give their lives. Thej'' have
fallen by the thousands. But in most of the countries for which
they are now shedding their blood they have been treated as un-

desirable aliens. They have been i)ersecuted and slain asene)nies.

For some years now the eyes of many of the i-ace have been
turned toward the land of their fathers, and the hope was enter-

tained by them that their redemjition as a nation was near.

Through the generosity of philanthropists, such as Baron Edmund
de Rothschild and others, and the efforts of Zionistic and other
colonization societies, more than £100.000,000 have been ex-

pended in Palestine on the establishment of Jen ish colonies and
the maintenance of agricultiu-al and technical schools, and these

efforts have been eminently successful. And now, it seems, that
many of the Jews are losing sight of the star of hope which
dawned to them in the Zionist movement. It is a cry of despair

that comes from the fertile ])lains of Sharon and Esdraelon, and
the sun-bathed valley of Jordan. Thousands of the Jews haA^e

fled to Egypt for safety. What the fate of those Avho remain
Avill be, time alone Avill tell. But it is evident that if the Turks
see another opportunity of slaughtering defenceless, iieaceful

colonists, and a})propriating their belongings, they Avill not let

that opportunity i)ass.

Another item of news from Palestine is to the effect that the

Turks are about to evacuate Jerusalem. If this report is confirmed,

it means that they have given up hope of defending that ancient

stronghold against the British force opei'ating in the vicinity of

Gaza; or, it may mean that they are concentrating their defence
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in the fortitied city of Acre, and north of Mount Carniel. Avliere

Napoleon was ratlier ignoniiniously defeated in 1799, and where
the Britisli, in 1840. won an easy victory over tl)e forces of Ibi-aliini

Paslia.

The city of Acre— in the New TestJinient called Pcolenmis (Acts

21 : 7)—was once a military stronghold and a city of great import-
ance. It overlooks the valley of Esdraelon. where was situated

the ancient city of Megiddo and where the Mountain of Megiddo

—

the famous '•Harmageddon." or ••Armageddon," of the Revela-
tion by John—still stands as a sentinel looking into the misty
future. In that valley, ''by the w aters (^f Megi<ldo," Barak, one of

the judges of Israel, defeated Sisera. and there Deljora and Barak
sang the song of victory recorded in Judges, chapter 5. •"The

stars in their courses fought against Sisera" (Judges 5: 19). There
Gideon defeated the Midianites, with his select army of StMJ men
(Judges 7 : 2'2). There the battle against the Philistines was fought,

in which Saul \\ as defeated and so badly ^\ ounded that he preferred

death at his own hand (I. Sam. 31:8. 4). There King Josiah Avas •

defeated and slain, when he tiled to intercej^t Pharaoh Necho,
>\ ho had undertaken a military expedition against Assj'ria.

There the Crusaders fought some great, though, api)arently, futile

battles. Bnt all this belongs to the past.

From the Revelation by John (chapter IH). it appears that the
last battle among the nations of the earth immediately before the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ to reign in power among men,
will be fought in this Valley of Megiddo. John tells ns that when
the sixth angel pours out his vial upon the River Euphrates, in

order to prepare the way for the "'kings of the east."' three unclean
spirits appear. One proceeds from the ''mouth of the dragon,"
one fi'om the "mouth of the beast,"" and one from the "mouth of

the false prophet."' These unclean spirits, or demons, John says,

are to ''go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole
Morld, to gather them to the battle of that great daj^ of God
Almighty." And the x^l^t;*? of the final conflict is Armageddon
(Rev. 16:" 12-16).

We shall not attempt an explanation in detail of this difficult

prophecy. The "kings of the east'" may probably refer to the
Persian empire, which may yet have some important part to take
in history. The three demons represent doctrines of the adver-
sary of Christ, as pronuUgated by some Power which has per-

petuated the ])rinciplcs of pagan Rome (the dragon), by another
Power which stands for the principles of the apostate Christendom
(the beast), and by a third Power, which represents the system of

some false prophet. These three, working together, will succeed
in plunging the world into conflict Avhicli will end only with the
defeat of the forces of the evil one at Armageddon. This is a
general indication of the prophecy. But one great truth revealed
in connection with it is this, that when the three evil powers have
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succeedecl in ai'rayiiig the nations of the woi-ld aj^ainst eat;h otlier.

tlien it behooveH the saints t)t' God to be on their watch and keep
their garments clean, for then tht; Lord is near. "Jiehold. I come
as a thief,"'

liut. if we understand the propliecies correctly, Jerusalem w ill

be in the hands of the Jews before the last battle of Armageddon.
Zechariah tells us that it shall come to pass in that day that the

Lord will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jeru-

salem, that He will "pour upon the house of J3avid, and ujjon the

inhabitants of Jerusalem, the sj)irit of grace and of supplication."

When that spirit fills the hearts of the .Jews, they shall look ui)on

the Lord, their Redeemer; for He shall apjiear, "and they shall

mourn for Him," when they see His pierced hands and feet, and
side. "In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem"'

and througliout the land, but that is the mourning that j^recedes

repentance and deliverance (Zech. 12: 9-1-1:; see also chapter If).

Palestine belongs to the Jews. Ti\ey will yet be gathered there,

painful though their ]n-esent situation may be, for the promises

of God will all be fulfilled.

J. M. S.

M1NUTE5 OF THE MANCHESTER CONFERENCE.

The Manchester semi-annual conference was held in Co-o}>erative

Hall, King Street, Oldham, on Sunday, May 27th. 1917. Tliere were
in attendance: President George P. Richards, of the European mis-

sion; Elder George F. Richards, Jr.. and Sister Edith M. Richards,

of the Liverpool office; President Wilford F. Burton, Elders

Albert S. Allen, Cyrus Robinson, and Robert W. Cluff, of the Man-
chester conference; Elder Hugh S. Latimer, of the Sheffield con-

ference, and President Benjamin R. Birchall. of the Dublin branch
of the Irish conference. Owing to sickness. Elder Alma Moss was
not in attendance.

The morning session commenced at 10 :3U by singing, "Hoi)e of

Israel." Invocation was oft'ered by Sister Elizabeth Moss. Sing-

ing. "Jesus, once of humble birth."" The Sacrament gem A\as led

by Sister Florence Howarth. The Sacrament was administered by
Brothers Arthur Johnson and James !<. Jackson, assisted by Elder
Cyrus Robinson and Brother John Hollingworth. The fifth com-
mandment Avas given as the concert recitation, led by Sister

Florence HoAvarth. Early Church history, covering a period of

tlie first sixteen years, was very ably given by Sister Mary
Bam ford, of the Rochdale branch.

A duet was then rendered, entitled. "Lest we forget," by Sisters

Rosie Longton and May Mills of the Oldham branch.

"The aim and purpose of Sunday school work," was very ably
set forth by Sister Emmeline Cooper of the Hyde branch.



LATTKU-DAY SAlNTs" .MIM.KNNIAI. STAU. 'SdVi

President Wilford F. Burton made a few remarks, and called

upon Elder George F. Ilichards, Jr., to speak.

EUler George F. Richards, Jr.. said tliat the churches of to-day

bear record of the apostasy wliicli was anciently i^redicted by
inspired men. In testimony thereof, he read excerpts from a
recent sermon of a distinguished clergyman, in which he depicted

tlie strange Avant of ])ower in the Cliurch of God." and ottered,

as the cause of the strange paralysis."" the belief that the Church
needed to-day a re-discovery of God," that it was weak "because
God was so distant, so unreal, so dimly seen." The speaker
observed that men hear truth; they acknowledge their lack of

power; but do not hearken. They fail to see in the wonderful
visit of God the Eternal Father and His Son Jesus Christ, to the

Prophet Joseph Smith in this dis])ensation, and in modern revela-

tion, the much needed •re-discovery of God;" or in the Priesthood

restored to earth, the divine i)ower which is lacking in their own
church organizations. The Latter-day Saints ]iroclaim to the
world a re-discovery of God, a re-establishment of His power on
earth, the restoration of the gospel of Jesus Christ in its fulness.

The session closed by singing the hymn. "We are watchers,

earnest watchers." Benediction by Brother James Diggle.

There were sevent.y-six persons present.

The afternoon session commenced at 2:3U by singing, •Come,
come, ye saints,"" and prayer by Sister Florence AUsop of Hyde
branch. Singing, 'High on the mountain top."

President Wilford F. Burton welcomed all to the conference.

Elder Albert S. Allen then presenteti the names of the general
and local authorities of the Clinrch, All were unanimously sus-

tained.

Elder C'yrus Robinson was the next speaker. He bore testimony
to the truth of the gospel that had been restored to earth again,

which, he said, was the same gospel that was enjoyed by the
saints of old when Chrisrit was upon the earth. He told how the
people rejected the message then, even as they were iloing at the
present time. The signs of the times, he said, point to the second
coming of the Savior. The world needed to repent of their sins

and comply with the gospel ordinances that they might be Avorthy
to meet Christ when He conies.

Elder Robert W. Clutt' said he felt well in the gospel of Jesus
Christ, but lie felt weak in attempting to speak in public. But it

was his desire to obey those who were placed over him. And it

was love for the gospel that caused him to be so far away from his

home as he was at the present time. He said he enjoyed his

labors, and he felt that the Spirit of God was present. He said he
had a strong testimony of the gospel. Flesh and blood had not
revealed it to him. but his Father in heaven.
Elder Hugh S. Latimer, of the Sheffield conference, spoke next.

He said that if the world knew the 'Mormon" i^eople as they
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leally nic. they would not think oF tliein as tliey do. for they—the

saints—believe in all truth. He quoted the First Article of Faith

and eonimented on it. and explained tiie difference between our be-

lief and that of the world. We believe that we are the oft"spring of

(jod; that we are His children, and are in the likeness and iniaf^e

of God; that Christ and the Fatiier are t\\'(j different persons,

each havinj>' material bodies, but that the Holy Ghost is a ])erson-

age of spirit, and a witness of the Father and the Son.

Sister Flossie Osborne sang a vocal solo.

Elder Albert S. Allen was the next speaker. He said he rejoiced

that he was engaged in the work of the Lord, and was happy
to know that he belonged to the Church of God. He had been
abundantly blessed of the Lord in his labors since leaving home,
and not only had he been blessed, but his family also in his absence.

He had found that the Lord is mindful (^f those who try to serve

Him. He encouraged all to seek to know the Avill of God and live

near the Lord and keep His commandments, and if they would do
this, he said, they would )ieed to have no fear of what the morrow
might bring.

President Wilford F. Biu'ton was the last si)eaker. He said that

he would like to centre his remarks on the Book of Mormon. He
read from the thirty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel to show that a

book would come forth, which would be a record of Joseph and
his companions, and this would be joined with a record of Judah
and liis companions, and tiiey would be one in the hand of God.

He also read from the twenty-ninth chapter of Isaiah, where we
read that a book would be delivered to one that Avas learned. He
told of how the Book of Mormon had come forth through the

instrumentality of the Prophet Joseph Smith, the boy whom God
had raised up for this purpose. He had confounded the wisdom
of the Avise and the prudent in bringing such a record to light,

which was a record of one branch of the house of Israel, which had
been separated from their brethren. He also I'ead from the Book
of Mormon, showing when and how it would come forth.

The meeting closed by singing, '"O ye mountains high." Bene-

diction by Brother Thomas Flitchcroft.

There were one hundred and ttfty persons present.

The evening session commenced at (> o'clock by singing. "Arise,

O glorious Zion." Invocation was offered by Sister Eda Palmer.

Singing, "An angel from on high."

Elder Benjamin R. Birchall. president of the Dublin branch
of the Irish conference, was the hrst speaker at this session.

He asked an interest in the faith and prayers of the saints, that

he might be able to control his feelings, for they were very tender

at this time, because he and his wife had been called upon to

part with their dear son, Avho had lost his life in the service of his

country. We are all, he said, engaged in the battle of life, and at

times this battle seemed very hard to fight. But the gospel light
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wliieli lie liail received lielped liitii ,s>i-eatly to bear the burden of

^M'ief >\ hich they \\ere called to bear. The parting' was hard to

endure, but the testimony lie had of the g"osi)el brought solace to

his soul, for they did not mourn as the world do. He had the

assurance that they would meet again, for he felt that in the

l)assing- of their son he had gone to render service behind the

veil, away from war and turmoil and strife, and that there was
a link between them, each working in his own sjjhere. He said

he felt well in the gosijel. and bore a strong testimony to the truth

of it. He liad borne his testimony before in this hall, he said, and
was happy to be able to do so again, for it was the town of his

birth. He tolil of being in Salt Lake Citj', and his first attendance
at a "Mormon" meeting, and what impressions he hail when he
beheld the Prophet of the Lord. He felt that he was in the

presence of a living Prophet. He said he had been sent to Utah
to convert the "Mormons," but was converted himself. He
thanked God for the knowledge he had of the truth of "Mormon-
isni," and said he knew that in his associations with his brethren he
was in company with men of God. He had lived in Utah and
mingled with the Latter-day Saints and learned to love them, for

they have the true gospel of Christ.

By request the hymn, "Brother, thou wast mild and lovel.N.

"

was rendered by James Brierley, Joseph Wiseman, Elizabeth Moss,

and Rosie Longton, of Oldham branch.
President George F. Richards was the concluding speaker. He

said we should live together in love so as to weep for the loss of

those who die, and more especially for those who have not hope of

a glorious resurrection. But our moui'ning should not be as if we
had no hope of a future meeting. When we elders left our homes
in Zion, Ave sorrowed at having to part with our loved ones, and
they sorrowed at parting with us. but neither they nor we would
have had it otherwise, for we accepted the call as from the Lord.
We are comforted in the assurance we have that after having
hlled our missions in honor, there will be a hap[)y meeting with
those we dearly love. So it is with the parting by death of loved

ones who have the assurance that there will be a grand and glor-

ious meeting with their dear ones when this life's mission is com-
pleted. Such assurances the gospel gives to its faithful adherents.
To all such the grave is robbed of its victory, and death of its sting.

Death aild the grave are but forward steps in man's eternal ad-
vancement towards perfection and celestial glory. The speaker
bore his testimony to the triith of the gospel and its saving {)ower,

admonishing the saints to be faithful to the end; and Avarned the
strangers of the danger of procrastinating the day of rheir rejient-

ance and acceptance of the gospel.

A violin solo was rendered by Sister Am.y Diggle. of the Hyde
branch.

Sister Elizabeth Gleaves sang a vocal solo.
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(n()sin<i: liyiiin. "(hxI he w itli \()U till wo iiu'ct afi-Min." Benedic-
tion by I^rolher H. W. T. Nonuan.
Tliere wei'o one liuiidrcd and iiinty-fi\c persons present.

A Priesthood and lady missionary meeting was held on
Saturday. May 20th. 1917. at 4 p.m.. at Manehestei-. President
(leorge F. Richards of the European mission. Eldei' (leoi-ge F.

Pichards. Jr.. President Wilford F. Burton. Elders Albert S.

Allen. Cyrus Robinson. Alma Moss, and Robert W. Cluff. of tlie

Manchester conference, and Hus;h S. Latimer of the Sheffield con-
ference. Avere in attendance. All members of the local Priestliood

and lad.y missionaries i-ei^orted their labors in the work of the
Tjord. President George 1*^. Richards ga\'e some good instructions.

as did his son, George F. Richards. Jr.

At.bkrt S. Ai.i.EN, Clerk of Confei-ence.

CHRONOLOGY OF THE WAR.

May 3.—Severe fighting on the British front in France. A sector of the

"Hindenburg Line," west of Quean t, penetrated.

May 4.—Severe fighting continues. The British are said to be maintain-

ing the ground they have occupied, except at Cherissy.

JNIay 5.—During a fierce struggle at Soissons and Cheiniu de Dames, the

French capture 8.200 prisoners.

May 7.—A hostile aeroplane drops four bombs over the outskirts of Lon-

don.

May 14.—British foi'ces destroy a Zeppelin in the North Sea.

Alay 16.—The Italians resume tlie offensive on the Isonzo. i\I. Miliukoff,

the Russian minister for foreign affairs, and a friend of the Allies,

resigns.

May 17.—U. S. torpedo boat destroyers arrive at Queenstown. Secretary

Daniels announces that U. S. naval vessels have been operating'with

the Allied foices in European waters. The British occupy' Bullecourt.

May 20.—The British occupy a section of the "Hindenburg Line," on a

front of over a mile, between Fontain-les-Croiselles and Bullecoiu't.

May 21.—The French capture ti'enches on the northern slope of Mont
Oornillet.

May 24.—Count Tisza, the Hungarian Prime Minister, I'esigns, He has
been regarded as the corner stone, in the Dual ^Monarchy, of the

Triple Alliance.

May 26,—A large squadron of aircraft attacks a district on the south-
east coast of England. Seventy-six persons reported killed and one
Innidred and seventy-four injured. Three of the raiders brought
down in the Channel.

May 27.—The Italians report heavy fighting on the Carso, and the
capture of 22,419 prisoners since the 17th of May, this year.
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FROM THE MISSION FIELD.

Change of Address.—The addrey.s oi' tlie lieadquartef.s of the

Leeds coiit'erence has ])ppii cliaii^a^d to 10 Park Crescent. Otley

Road. R^adt'ord.

Baptisms.—A baptismal service was held at Manehestei- (Man-

chester conference), on Saturday, May 2()th. U»17. at which three

souls were added to the fold. President ^Vilford F. Burton officiat-

ing. The new members were confirmed at the water's edge

immediately after baptism.

Memorial Services.—On May 13th, U)17. at 82 Grafton Street.

Leicester (Xottingham conference), memorial services were held

for two of the boys of the branch, Setii Bradley and Leonard
Ward, who had given their lives for their countr5\ Consoling

and appropriate remarks were made bj^ the speakers.

Lady Missionaries.—The following lady missionaries have been

set apart since the last report appeared in the Star:

Liverpool conference—Elizabeth Ann Southworth. Mai'garet

Ann Bethel Morris. Isabella Leak, Isabella Sandford.

Birmingham conference—Hannah Elizabeth Jevons. Louisa

Mason, AdaCowdrill, Edith Mildred Lowe, Jane Savage,

London conference—Margaret Hailes, Gladj's Margaret Hailes.

Celia Fraiices Barns. Madeline Hill, Elsie May Butcher. Florence

E. Vincent. Emma Elizabeth Steele. Gertrude T. Salt.

Relief Society Organized.—President James Gunn McKay leports

that on Wednesday, May 23rd, 1917, he and Elders William J.

Loosle and William Payne, visited the Holloway branch (London
conference), and organized a Relief Societ.y there. A short, i)re-

liminary program was rendered, and the following officers were set

apart: Sister Alice Willmot. as president; Sisters Eliza Lee, as fiist

eoxinselor, and Emily Jane Phillips, as second counselor, Avith

Sister Susa Ellis as treasurer. Officers from other Relief Societies

in the conference were present, and good advice and encourage-
ment were given to the new officers.

District Meeting.—On Sunday, May 13th, 1917. two sessions and a

Priesthood meeting were held at Hull (Hull conference). In the

afternoon session a very interesting program was given, as follows

:

Recitation, by Edith Thorpe; song, bj" the second Primary class:

concert leeitation. by the first Primarj- class; •" Pharaoh's dream."
by Lily Bushell; Story of David, by Karl Thorpe; Bible storj'. by
Olive Hudson; song, by the first and second Primarj^ classes; say-

ings of Jesus, by the first Primary class; and recitation, by Edna
Frith. Reports of the branch were given by President George H.
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XoniiMii and Siipeiinteiideiit William F. Hiisliell. In the eveiiinj?

appropriate remarks weie made b.\- tlie elders. President ^N'illiam

1). Lewis and i-^^lders Wniliain A. Ijinford and Oliver (i. Kllis

were picsent.

Branch Conference.—Two interesting sessions were held in Hali-

("ax branch (I^eeds coni'ereiice), on Ma.\' 20th. H»17. Brant;!) Presi-

dent Elder Horace Cook conducting. At the afternoon session a
program Avas rendered bj' the Sniulay School children, who sang
collectively many soul-inspiring pieces. A Sacrament Gem was led

by Joe Walton; Articles of Faith recited by Sister Doris ^Vilman;
solo by Ivy Shaw: Life of Brigham Y<mng. rendered l)y Sister

Mary A. Walker. The presidents of the various organizations

re])orted the same in good condition. At the evening session

Eben J. Robinson, president of the Leeds conference, and Elder
David A. Owen matle appropriate remarks. Elder Horace Cook
reported that the branch was in a good and flourishing condition.

Solos were rendered by Sisters Edith Pratt and Lily Walton.
In all. a glorious portion of the Holy Ghost was felt, every one
feeling greatly benefited.

DIED.

White.—At Kings Lyim (Norwich conference), on April 22nd, 1917.

Agnes White. Deceased was born December 17th, 1855, at Melton Con-

stable, Norfolk, England. She was baptized June 21st, 1905, by Elder

James C. Cameron, and was confirmed the same day by Elder Horace
W. Vincent. She died a faithful Latter-day Saint.

Walker.—George E. Walker, whose death, on the 7th of May, 1917, as

a result of wounds received on the battlefield, has been reported in a

previous issue of the Star, was baptized on tlie loth of July, 1910. by
Elder K. U. Brewer.

Bailey.—At Nelson (Liverpool conference), April 28th, 1917, Brother

Watson Bailey, of heart fjiilure. Deceased was born in Octobei*. 18,55.

and was baptized at Nelson, Lancashire, July 10th, 1907, by Elder Thomas
Ct. Lambert, and was confirmed the same day by Elder Henry Thornley.

He died a faithful Latter-day Saint.
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